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  LOS ALTOS HILLS

C A L I F O R N I A

Historical Society
“LAH FROM ABOVE”

HHHHigh-quality large-format 1947-79 aerial views of
Los Altos Hills and vicinity will be the topic of the
LAH Historical

Society’s September 25
meeting, 3-5 pm at Town
Hall.

Speaker Bob Hatfield
grew up here and inherited a
special view of the area
from his father — pilot, photographer, and builder Adrian
Hatfield, founder of Hatfield Aerial surveys. Hatfield Aerial
photographs cover original rancho sites, and highway
developments such as Interstate 280. Orchard parcels and
early community developments are covered in the collection,
as well as historical wetlands and forest preserves.

A discussion and refreshment period will follow the
presentation.

Leash Ordinance
Los Altos Hills

Municipal code
requires that pet
owners maintain
control of their
animals at all times.

If you see a dog
without a leash and
in the company of
its owner, you may call the Sheriff’s
Department at (408) 299-3233. The
responding deputy has discretion to
issue a citation to the dog owner for
leash violation.

DERBY DAY - A BIG WINNER!

SSS

 

Supporters of Westwind Community Barn held its second
annual Kentucky Derby Day at Maple Leaf Farm on May
7. The event, held at the private barn of Alex and Cathy

Mendez in Los Altos Hills, was a great success. The 340 elegantly
attired guests, with the ladies in beautiful hats, enjoyed an impres-
sive jumping demonstration by the Mendez’s horses ridden by
trainers from Maple Leaf Farm and other local barns. A traditional
Derby lunch and an exciting live auction followed. The Derby was
shown on a large screen TV inside the barn. Proceeds benefit
Westwind Community Barn, which is owned by the Town of Los
Altos Hills.

Countess Margit Bessenyey donated Westwind Barn, which dates
from the 1940s, and its 15 acres to the Town of Los Altos Hills in
1976. The Barn is in a spectacularly beautiful setting on Altamont
Road next to the 55 acre Byrne Preserve, donated by Dr. Albert
Byrne as open space.

Supporters of Westwind Community Barn is a non-profit 501(c)
(3) public foundation created in 2003. Supporters recently donated
eight new exterior doors to the Barn and paid for the Leopards, Etc.
program, part of the Earth Day Celebration at the Barn.

 If you would like to make a contribution or get involved with
this effort, please call 650-941-9503.

Pictured above: Westwind Summer Horse Camp sponsored by
Westwind 4-H Riding for the Handicapped. Twelve students (priority

to Hills residents) ages 8 - 12 enjoyed the one week horse camp
(August 1-5). Instructor:Jenny Whitworth; Assistants: members of

the Pacific Ridge Pony Club (based at Westwind Barn).

BRINGING BACK PUBLIC EDUCATION TO THE HILLS

TTTThe start of another school year is a good time to update the Town on progress in the effort to bring back Public Education to Los Altos Hills.
   Although this marks the third school year since the sad closure of Bullis-Purrissima Elementary by the LASD (Los Altos School District),
   there are many promising developments to report. The City Council is dedicated to making this year one of positive initiatives in this area, all

focused on the goal of restoring a valuable community asset: a neighborhood public school.
First, a bit of history. A little over two and one-half years ago, despite the passage of a substantial parcel tax increase just a few weeks prior, the

LASD began a process which ultimately resulted in the closure of the last public school in our community. Initially, the goal of the District was to
consolidate students to save administrative costs; generate extra income by renting the site to a private school and to save the substantial capital costs of
upgrading the campus. In the end, these cost savings were never realized. In retrospect, it is fair to say that everyone, including the original architects of
this plan regret this ill-conceived decision to close Bullis.  However, community leaders are still left with the task of dealing with the consequences. On
the City Council, we have consistently reached the conclusion that doing nothing is not an acceptable alternative.

At this point, the issue is not if there is going to be Charter School, but where it will eventually find a home. The school has a great principal, has
completed an extremely successful first year and has raised over $5 million dollars toward a permanent campus. Even the new LASD Superintendent, Tim
Justis freely admits, “The Bullis Charter School is here to stay.” For a number of reasons, the Town Council thinks this home should be within the
boundaries of Los Altos Hills:

• The Town has seen all four of its public schools closed and neither the LASD or PAUSD (school districts) have any plans to reopen a school
  in the Hills
• Los Altos Hills is the only city on the Peninsula without its own school
• A neighborhood school helps build community
• The Charter School is the only way to bring back public education to the Hills within a reasonable time frame

The City Council thinks that a local public school can be a valuable community asset to Los Altos Hills. That is why we have played an important
supporting role in the Bullis Charter School effort, just as in other significant community initiatives. Each of us has taken the time to study the issue.
Ultimately, we all came to the same conclusion: this issue is critically important to our Town and is a responsibility that we cannot walk away from. Here
are some of the reasons why:

• General Plan calls for the Council to be involved with land use, roads and public education as issues of primary importance for the citizens of
  the Hills
• The City Council is the only local political body responsive enough to the needs of our community to take on this issue.
• The Charter School has achieved critical mass and offers a huge return to the community on any time and money invested.

Anecdotal evidence suggests that a neighborhood school is an important factor affecting property values. Recently, the following figures were
presented to the City Council outlining the relative rise in home values along the Peninsula. They suggest a strong correlation between property values and
the presence of a neighborhood school:

Statistics on 2002-04 change in median property values (since Bullis closure):
Palo Alto: +23.8%          Portola Valley: +19.3%
Atherton: + 30.4%          Woodside: +11.2%
Los Altos:+16.5%           Los Altos Hills: - 0.3%

• Figures are derived from Silicon Valley Association of Realtors, as reported in Palo Alto Weekly, Spring 2005 “Real Estate Special” section. They represent the compounded annual change in real estate

prices from 2002 to 2004.

The Council recognizes that many Town residents are still learning about this issue. We have done our best to educate and solicit input (including holding
educational forums and surveying the residents twice over the last two years). However, some facts bear repeating:

• A Charter School is a public school that functions under the auspices of the Santa Clara County School Board.
• It is open to all residents of California, receives public money to finance its operations and cannot charge tuition.
• Charter school is about choice, no one can be required to attend the Charter, you must apply for admission.
• If you are happy with your present school, then you may continue to attend that school.
• Presently the School is chartered under LASD and residents who live in the LASD area have enrollment priority.
• Bullis Charter School is working on several ways to resolve this issue so that PAUSD residents may enjoy equal enrollment preferences.
• The educational experience offered by the Bullis Charter School is extremely popular with students and parents, with more than 100

           students on a waiting list, despite expanded enrollment.
Over the next few months, the Council hopes that permanent arrangements can be made for the Bullis Charter School. We fully expect that a home

can be found in the Hills for them to grow and prosper, as they become an important part of our community fabric. If this can be accomplished, everyone
living in Town will benefit-from higher property values, from a greater sense of community and from additional educational choices for our children. That
is why we think Town government should continue to be involved in a supportive role. We look forward to hearing from you about this important issue.

— Mayor and City Council

PPPPacific Ridge Pony Club will ost its 12th Annual
Halloween Horse Show at Westwind Barn on

              Saturday, October 29th from 9:00 AM. Pony
Clubbers and others will compete in various equestrian
sports, including equitation, hunter hack, trail classes and
jumpers. This Halloween
tradition features our
costume class, occurring
at approximately noon,
where horse and rider
dress up and compete to
see who is the most
original, scariest and
funniest. There is also the
fun-filled hound and
horse class where dogs
compete over fences with their owners. The festivities
include games on horses and an arena decorated for Hallow-
een. Please come and enjoy Halloween in the Hills. Or better
yet, think about becoming a member of Pony Club, an
international organization dedicated to educating and
instructing youth in the equestrian arts. (Access to your own
mount is required for Pony Club).

Halloween Horse Show

REMINDER

Pictured at the Derby Day are L. to R.
above: Mendez’s Maple Leaf Farm Statue,
Event Co-chairs Colette Cranston & Elaine
Nelson, Kathy &  Peter Evans, and Hostess
Kathy Mendez presenting a bouquet to a
winner!

Friends of Westwind Inc. Invite You to Join Us for the 28th Anniversary

Western BBQ Dinner
Equine Exhibitions

Live Music
Petting Zoo
Pony Rides

Fantastic Silent Auction

Free to the Public
Dinner Tickets

Adults $35
Seniors $25

Children (6-12) $25
Children under 6 $5

To Reserve Tickets
Call

(650) 941-6113

27210 Altamont Road, Los Altos Hills

Saturday September 10
5-10 pm

All Proceeds Benefit theMaintenance and Preservation
of Westwind Barn and the 4 H Handicapped Riding Program

BBBBullis Charter School and LASD agree to postpone
trial date.  After participating in two full days of
confidential, court supervised settlement discus-

sions, LASD (Los Altos School District) and the Bullis
Charter School (BCS) have agreed to a 2 month postpone-
ment of the Proposition 39 related Superior Court trial which
was scheduled to start August 15th. Both sides felt that a
compromise on site related issues might be possible and
agreed to the postponement. The agreement calls for the
parties to participate in two additional settlement conferences
between now and the new trial date of October 17, 2005.

Ken Moore, BCS Board Chairman, released the following
statement:  “While there remain important differences in our
positions, our legal team leader, Martin Neiman, and I
considered the district’s willingness to continue to participate
in court-supervised mediation a meaningful step. We will
work diligently to see if these discussions can be productive
and result in a positive outcome that will benefit our school
and the community.”

NEWS!
BULLIS CHARTER SCHOOL &

LASD POSTPONE TRIAL

ERRATUM
The June 2005 Town Newsletter failed to acknowledge that

the Supporters of Westwind Community Barn paid for the
Leopards, Etc. program, as part of the Earth Day Celebration at
the Westwind Barn.

Westwind Summer Horse Camp




